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Why is this consideration important?   
We unquestionably place an intrinsic value on receiving 
daylight and sunlight, particularly in the home.  In 1991, 
the Building Research Establishment (BRE) produced a 
guide known as the Site Layout Planning for Daylight 
and Sunlight: a Guide to Good Practice (SLPDS), which 
was adopted by most local authorities, becoming part 
of their Unitary Development Plans.  The guide was 
subsequently revised in 2011, which along with BS8206-
2:2008, forms the basis of daylight and sunlight reports 
for planning.    
 
What tests are applied? 
The tests are best split into daylight, sunlight and 
overshadowing.  The daylight tests include: 
 
Vertical Sky Component (VSC) 
Daylight Distribution or No Sky Line 
Average Daylight Factor (ADF) 
Room Depth Criteria 
 
Sunlight assessment involves a review of the Annual 
Probable Sunlight Hours (APSH) received before and 
after the development. Overshadowing of amenity 
spaces, such as gardens, parks and playing fields are 
assessed on the 21st of March (being the approximate 
spring equinox) to examine the length of time the sun is 
on the ground after the development is built.   
 
Can it impose restrictions on development? 
The guide makes it clear that the advice is guidance 
only and that a more flexible approach may be 
required in urban environments.   This said, clearly the 
results provide useful context for the planning authority 
and are therefore heavily relied upon in order to 
determine whether a development will significantly 
impact on neighbouring properties and their 
associated amenity.   
 
The guide and consequently the UDP favours domestic 
properties and therefore particular emphasis is likely to 
be placed on reviewing the impact of the 
development on such neighbours following the 
implementation of a planning proposal.     

Planning permission and rights of light concerns   
The granting of planning permission does not provide 
protection against a right of light nuisance claim.  
Although the local authority may have considered light, 
it is important to recognise that the tests are entirely 
different and any result (good or bad) is guidance only, 
which is to be weighed against often competing 
interests.    
 
CPMC and daylight and sunlight 
We have considerable experience in surveying, 
modelling, assessing, valuing and providing right of light 
advice to developers, housing associations, 
government, planning consultants and architects.  We 
are also experienced at applying the correct tests for a 
given circumstance and providing appropriate and 
balanced interpretation of the results.     

We provide over-shadowing and BRE compliant 
Daylight and Sunlight reports and advise on Code for 
Sustainable Homes daylight credits as well as post 
planning access and construction matters, such as The 
Party Wall Act 1996 and access agreements.  

Useful Facts 

 The BRE SLPDS publication makes it clear that 
the document is intended as guidance only 
and in densely populated city environments a 
more flexible approach may be required.  

 Where a neighbouring building has windows 
close to the boundary, a more flexible 
interpretation of the results is recommended in 
the BRE guide.   

 It is important to reiterate that rights of light and 
the planning tests are measured against 
entirely different circumstances.   

 In addition to the effect on neighbouring 
properties, the local authority may request that 
the daylight within the proposed development 
is examined (known as the ADF test).  

 Glazed doors are also considered relevant, 
although slightly different testing criteria would 
generally be applied.  

 CPMC can also provide Code for Sustainable 
Homes analysis for HE01.   

 When testing external amenity areas, such as 
gardens, testing generally focuses on the rear 
garden. 

Please note that this document is intended to be a brief 
information sheet and not a detailed guide to D&S analysis 


